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SUBMISSION TO TASMAN DISTRICT COUNCIL 

Draft Waimea / Waimeha River Park Management Plan 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on the draft Waimea / Waimeha River Park 

Management Plan. We would like to acknowledge all the work undertaken to prepare and present 

this draft plan and we really appreciate that the equestrian community have been considered in the 

drafting of this plan. 

2. NELSON TASMAN RIDING CLUB – who we are 

Nelson Tasman Riding Club is a horse-riding club for adult riders over the age of 17 in the Nelson 

Tasman region. Our annual membership sits around 60, which makes us one of the largest equine 

clubs in the region. Our club is run by a dedicated committee and is based at the Rough Island 

Equestrian Park. More information on our club and the activities we offer our members can be seen 

here.  

Our mission is: ‘creating safe, supportive, friendly experiences for adult riders of all abilities and 

those just starting out on their horse journey.” 

The purpose of the Nelson Tasman Riding Club is to benefit the community by: 

a) Encouraging adult horse riding as a sport and recreation activity, to promote good fellowship 

amongst riders and improve and maintain the standard of riding and horsemanship,  

b) Organising instructional meetings, lectures, competitions and other horse related activities,  

c) Advocating for access to bridle tracks and rights of way with a view to opening those that 

have been closed, maintaining existing tracks and areas, and developing new tracks and 

areas for riding. 

 

3. PURPOSE OF SUBMISSION 

The purpose of this submission is to comment on the proposed objectives and policies of the Draft 

Waimea / Waimeha River Park Management Plan, as they relate to horse riding within the River Park 

(the ‘Park’). 

We hope that, over the next 10 years, the Council will continue to work with the equestrian 

community to identify and develop new riding areas within the Park and will keep us ‘front of mind’ 

when considering options for funding, changes to access, roading, stop-bank and river management. 

Our vision for our equestrian community is a range of interesting and varied trails in the Park and 

elsewhere that are actively supported and promoted by the Council, similar to those promoted by 

Kāpiti District Council (Appendix 1 and Appendix 2).  

4. INTRODUCTION 

The horse-riding community in the region is very active. There are many different equine sports 

practised in Nelson and Tasman, including harness racing, gallop racing, dressage, working 

equitation, competitive trail riding, mounted games, show jumping, eventing, and western. Riders 

range in age from young children, many of whom start with Pony Club, through to riders in their 70s. 

https://www.nelsonridingclubnz.com/


 

 

We estimate there are at least 1000 horse owners and horse riders in Tasman, although we don’t 

have exact numbers. 

Most equestrians who support the disciplines above also ride trails for recreation, as trail riding 

benefits horses physically and mentally, and is a pleasurable way for horse riders to socialise 

together.  

Sought after areas for recreational trail riding are off road (for safety), offer a variety of slope and are 

either dedicated to horse riding, or are trails shared with other compatible users (such as dog-

walking or family biking). Trails that connect grazing areas to facilities and reserves are very valuable. 

Riding trails need to have a safe area for parking floats and loading and unloading horses, and a 

suitable surface. Ideally, recreational trail riding areas have open access, i.e. riders can access them 

without a permit or key, and at any time (except in exceptional circumstances such as logging or high 

fire risk). 

We appreciate the effort and consideration made in the draft Plan to consider equestrian interests in 

future use of the Park. 

5. THE DRAFT WAIMEA / WAIMEHA RIVER PARK MANAGEMENT PLAN 

Objective 8.8 

Nelson Tasman Riding Club is pleased to see that the Draft Waimea / Waimeha River Park Management 

Plan recognises that there is a strong demand for horse riding within the Park area.  

The Plan also acknowledges that while horse riding was included in the 2010 Plan for the Park, 

adequate facilities such as suitable areas for float parking have not yet eventuated. 

The 2025 Draft Waimea / Waimeha River Park Management Plan has the following objective (8.8): 

Horse riding is enabled to occur at suitable locations within the park and necessary facilities 

are provided to support this activity 

The Nelson Tasman Riding Club fully supports this objective.  

However, we propose a second objective be added to the Draft Plan, as follows: 

 Horse riding roads and trails within the Park are maintained or established to provide 

connectivity within the Park and with other horse riding trails and equine facilities near the 

Park. 

The reason that we recommend this second objective is two-fold: 

1. To provide joined up, longer distance riding opportunities within the Park boundaries and  

2. For the Park riding areas to be re-connected to areas such as the Rough Island equine area 

and the eastern end of Rabbit Island.  

We believe having longer, circular routes to ride, which are off-road, safe, and free from motorised 

recreational vehicles would lead to greater usage and enjoyment of the Park by the equestrian 

community.  

Policy 8.8.1  

The Draft Waimea / Waimeha River Park Management Plan has the following policy: 



 

 

  

Nelson Tasman Riding Club fully supports the horse-riding areas listed in the table above. 

We acknowledge, appreciate and fully support the development of suitable horse float parking areas, 

further trail development, surface improvements, the exclusion of vehicles and shared use protocol 

signage. We are supportive of shared use trails, with pedestrians and cyclists sharing the same pathway 

where it is practical. Appendix 1 and 2 provide examples of the approach that Kāpiti District Council 

has taken, which we consider to be visionary and inclusive.  

We look forward to promoting these new riding areas to our members in due course. 

Policy 8.8.2 

The Draft Waimea / Waimeha River Park Management Plan has the following policy: 

 

We will address the specific areas listed above: 

a. We strongly oppose the proposed prohibition of horse riding downstream of the Appleby 

Bridge on both banks, as outlined in policy 8.8.2. A prohibition of horse riding in this area 

represents a net loss in access and connectivity compared to the 2010 plan for the Park. 

The proposal to prohibit horse riding downstream of the Appleby Bridge will especially 

negatively affect the many horse riders who graze their horses in the Lower Queen Street and 



 

 

Lansdowne Road area and access this area as one of the only safe off-road areas for riders in 

that location. We request that this provision be deleted from the proposed Plan and that the 

2010 commitment to establish suitable parking for horse floats at Lower Queen Street be 

reinstated in the Plan. 

b. We strongly oppose the proposed prohibition of horse riding on stop banks, as outlined in 

policy 8.8.2. We do not agree with the assumption that horse riding damages stop banks and 

therefore must be prohibited. We think that engineered access can be provided to the top of 

stop banks to prevent damage and that the stop banks could actually provide valuable access 

options for horse riding. The author of the proposed Plan notes that horses travelling along 

the top of a stop bank may not directly cause damage and we agree. 

To mitigate concerns that it will be difficult to control access to stopbanks by motorbikes and 

quads if access to horses is permitted, a small raised barrier or bank could be built that horses 

could step up onto or over to access the stopbank, similar to that built at the start of the new 

horse riding track on Rabbit Island.  

c. We strongly oppose the proposed prohibition of horse riding on the Twin Rivers Track, as 

outlined in policy 8.8.2. We can see no reason why the Twin Rivers Track could not be further 

developed as a shared use pathway, similar to those enjoyed by multiple users in the Kāpiti 

area (Appendix 1 and 2). We note that dog walkers, cyclists, runners and horse riders happily 

share the trail around the perimeter of Rough Island and provide this as an example of how 

the Twin Rivers Track could be included in policy 8.8.1 as a horse riding area. 

Motorised Recreational Vehicles 

Four-wheel drive vehicles, motorbikes and quad motorbikes are a safety concern when they operate 

in the same location as vulnerable equestrian users, due to their speed and noise which can cause 

horses to spook or become frightened and heightens the risk of an accident such as a rider or child 

falling off their horse/pony. 

Currently, many riders will not ride in an area with motorised recreational vehicles due to the 

heightened safety risk. 

Nelson Tasman Riding Club fully supports the areas identified in the Plan where motorised recreational 

vehicles will be excluded, as outlined in policy 8.7.1. 

We believe excluding motorised recreational vehicles from these areas will encourage more people to 

ride in the Park. 

6. SUMMARY 

The Nelson Tasman Riding Club would like to summarise our submission as follows: 

a. The Nelson Tasman Riding Club would like to acknowledge and thank the Council for 

considering future equestrian use of the Park in the draft Plan. 

b. We fully support objective 8.1.  

c. We propose a second objective be added to the objective 8.1, as follows: 

“Horse riding roads and trails within the Park are maintained or established to provide 

connectivity within the Park and with other horse riding trails and equine facilities near the 

Park.” 

d. We fully support policy 8.8.1. 



 

 

e. We strongly oppose the proposed prohibition of horse riding downstream of the Appleby 

Bridge on both banks, as outlined in policy 8.8.2. 

f. We strongly oppose the proposed prohibition of horse riding on stop banks, as outlined in 

policy 8.8.2. 

g. We strongly oppose the proposed prohibition of horse riding on the Twin Rivers Track, as 

outlined in policy 8.8.2. 

h. We fully support the areas identified in the Plan where motorised recreational vehicles will be 

excluded, as outlined in policy 8.7.1. 

 

7. CONCLUSION 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on the draft Plan. The Nelson Tasman Riding Club 

welcomes the opportunity to work with Council in the future to plan for and provide new trails and 

horse riding areas in the region to benefit our community. 

Thank you for reading and considering our submission. 

 

END 

  



 

 

Appendix 1 – Examples of Horse-Riding Trails Promoted by Kāpiti District 

Council 

 
 



 

 

  
 

  



 

 

Appendix 2: Equestrian Use of Multi-Use Tracks in Kāpiti Coast District – 

Letter 

 

 



 

 

 


